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WORLD  MEAT  CONSUMPTION  IN  I968 

Total  meat.     Per  capita  consumption  of  all  red  meats  continued  to  increase 
in  the  majority  of  the  39  major  meat  producing  and  consuming  countries  of 
the  world  in  1968.    But  for  one-third  of  these  countries,  per  capita  con- 
sumption in  1968  dropped  below  the  1961-65  average. 

New  Zealand,  with  22k  pounds,  became  the  world's  leading  per  capita  con- 
sumer of  all  red  meats  in  1968.     This  position  historically  has  been  held 
by  Uruguay,  where  per  capita  consumption  fell  to  2l8  pounds  in  1968  from 
227  pounds  in  1967. 

Other  leading  consumers  of  all  red  meats  in  I968,  in  order  of  importance, 
were:     Argentina,  220  pounds;    Australia,  20^  pounds;     the  United  States, 
183  pounds;    Canada,  158  pounds;    France,  150  pounds;     the  United  Kingdom, 
138  pounds.     The  United  States  also  ranked  fifth  among  the  major  consuming 
countries  during  the  period  1961-65,  with  an  average  of  167  pounds  per 


Per  capita  consumption  in  Argentina  continued  to  increase  for  the  fourth 
consecutive  year;     last  year  it  was  up  11  pounds  from  the  19&7  level, 
compared  with  an  increase  of  9  pounds  from  I966  to  1967  &nd  an  increase  of 
22  pounds  from  1965  to  1966.     None  of  the  other  South  American  countries 
had  increases  over  their  19&7  levels. 

Denmark  recorded  the  largest  decline  in  per  capita  consumption,  which  fell 
from  12k  pounds  in  I967  to  111  pounds  in  1968.     Other  countries  showing 
declines  from  1967  included  Uruguay  and  France,  each  with  a  decrease  of  9 
pounds  per  person;    Finland  with  8  pounds;     Paraguay  with  k  pounds;  and 
the  United  Kingdom,  Brazil,  and  Chile  with  2  pounds  each. 

Beef  and  veal.    The  changes  in  per  capita  consumption  were  mixed  in  1968; 
increases  were  recorded  in  18  countries  and  decreases  in  Ik,  while  no 
changes  were  registered  in  7  countries. 


person. 


Argentina  again  had  the  largest  increase  in  per  capita  consumption  of  beef 
and  veal  with  189  pounds  in  1968,  up  11  pounds  from  1967.     During  the 
1961-65  period,  Uruguay  was  the  largest  consumer  with  179  pounds;  since 
then,  consumption  per  person  has  been  declining  steadily  and  was  only 
ikk  pounds  in  1968.    A  further  drop  is  occurring  during  1969.  Other 
leading  consumers  of  beef  and  veal  in  order  of  importance  include  the 
United  States  (113  pounds);    New  Zealand  (107  pounds);     Paraguay  (99 
pounds);    Canada  &k  pounds);  and  Australia  (93  pounds). 

The  largest  per  capita  consumption  decline  was  recorded  in  Finland,  where 
consumption  fell  6  pounds  in  1968.    Declines  of  3  pounds  per  person 
occurred  in  France,  New  Zealand,  Uruguay,  and  Paraguay,  while  the  United 
Kingdom,  Brazil,  and  Chile  recorded  drops  of  2  pounds  each. 

Pork.    From  1967  to  1968,  per  capita  consumption  increased  in  lU  coun- 
tries and  declined  in  11.    However,  compared  with  the  1961-65  average, 
per  capita  consumption  in  1968  was  up  in  28  of  the  36  countries  from  which 
data  are  available. 

West  Germany  became  the  world's  largest  pork  consumer,  with  8l  pounds  in 
1968.    Denmark  held  the  position  in  I966  and  1967,  with  79  pounds  in  each 
year,  but  relinquished  the  position  when  consumption  fell  to  66  pounds  in 
1968.    Other  leading  consumers  of  pork  in  order  of  importance  were  Austria, 
78  pounds;    Czechoslovakia,  70  pounds;     and  the  United  States,  66  pounds. 
Countries  showing  declines  other  than  Denmark  included  France,  Argentina, 
Paraguay,  Uruguay,  Finland,  Portugal,  Japan,  Hungary,  Colombia,  and  the 
Soviet  Union. 

Lamb,  mutton,  and  goat.    Per  capita  consumption  for  all  countries  remained 
about  the  same  in  1968  as  in  I967.     Increases  occurred  in  Oceania,  the 
Republic  of  South  Africa,  Argentina,  and  Canada,  while  declines  were 
registered  in  Uruguay  and  the  United  Kingdom. 

New  Zealand  continued  to  be  the  world's  largest  per  capita  consumer  in 
1968  with  87  pounds.    Per  capita  consumption  averaged  101  pounds  from 
I96I-65  but  fell  to  82  pounds  in  1966  and  then  increased  to  86  pounds  in 
1967.    Other  leading  consumers  in  order  of  importance  were  Australia,  8k 
pounds;    Uruguay,  57  pounds;    Greece,  32  pounds;     the  United  Kingdom, 
Ireland,  and  Bulgaria,  each  with  2k  pounds. 

U.S.  consumption  of  lamb,  mutton,  and  goat  meat  has  maintained  an  approxi- 
mate average  of  k  pounds  per  person  since  the  mid-1960 's,  1  pound  below 
the  1961-65  average. 

Horse  meat.    Horse  meat  is  consumed  primarily  in  Europe  and  Japan. 
Belgium-Luxembourg  continues  to  be  the  leading  consumer  with  7  pounds  per 
person,  followed  by  France  with  k  pounds.     Per  capita  consumption  in 
Japan  has  remained  at  1  pound  per  person  since  1961.     The  Netherlands 
consumed  3  pounds  in  I968,  and  the  remaining  countries  consumed  less  than 
3  pounds. 
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ltotal  meat  l/:    Per  capita  consumption  in  specified  countries, 
average  I96I-65,  annual  1966-68 
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1/  Carcass  weight  basis.     2/  Preliminary.     ±J  Tear  ending  June  30.     4/  Tear  ending  September  30. 
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Beef  and  veal  l/:    Per  capita  consumption  in  specified  countries, 
average  1961-65,  annual  1966-60" 


Continent  and  country 


North  America: 
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Asia: 
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1/  Carcass  weight  basis.  2/  Preliminary 
June  30.    5/  Year  ending  September  30. 
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2.    Included  in  total  consumption,     kj  Year  ending 
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Pork  1/:    Per  capita  consumption  in  specified  countries, 
average  1961-65,  annual  1966-68 
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l/  Carcass  weight  basis.  2/  Preliminary.  3_/  Included  in  total  consumption.  4/  Tear  ending 
Junm  30.     5_/  Tear  ending  September  30. 
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Mutton,  Lamb, and  goat  meat  1/:    Per  capita  consumption  in  specified  countries, 

average  1961-65,  annual  1966-68 


Continent  and  country 

Average 
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1/  Carcass  weight  basis.  2/  Preliminary.  Less  than  0.5  pounds, 
tion.    5/  Tear  ending  June  30.    6/  Tear  ending  September  30. 
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Horse  meat  l/:    Per  capita  consumption  in  specified  countries, 
average  1961-65,  annual  1966-68 
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l/  Carcass  weight  basis.  2/  Preliminary.  37  Le88  than  0.5  pounds,  kj  Included  in  total 
consumption . 
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